March 31, ‘09 

READ  MARK  15:20—24 
Jesus and Simon of Cyrene

One of the more moving scenes from the Easter story portrays Jesus carrying His cross with great difficulty and falling under its weight.  A man is grabbed from the onlookers and forced to shoulder that cross.  As Simon stoops to carry the cross, his eyes meet those of Jesus, then the procession moves on to Calvary.

Jesus’ journey to Calvary touches Simon of Cyrene.  Simon meets Jesus unintentionally.  He doesn’t volunteer for cross-bearing.  Yet Jesus touches Simon.  Luke records that he carried the cross behind Jesus.  With eyes fixed on Jesus, Simon learns to know Him as Savior.  At least his sons, Alexander and Rufus, are later listed as members of the early church.

Jesus’ journey to Calvary also touches you.  His willing obedience to the Father’s plan, His suffering and death, stand as eloquent testimony of His saving love.  More than words, His actions and His look of love reach out to us.  We may have met Jesus unintentionally.  But God draws our eyes to Jesus dying for our sins, and we believe.

Our journey to Calvary also touches others.  Simon carried the cross for Jesus and helped Him.  As we obey the Father’s will, we can touch the lives of others.  Our actions, our caring, as well as our words, bear witness to the Christ who died for us.  Jesus and Simon of Cyrene met one-on-one.  We who know Jesus’ personal love for us also can share Him with others one-on-one in the natural settings of daily life.

Prayer:  Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet, mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.  “It is finished!”  Hear him cry; Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
