MARCH 27, 2009

READ  ROMANS  6:6—8 
Nailed to the Cross

Hammer blows ring through the morning air as the Son of God is nailed to the cross.  Nails through the hands or wrists to hold Him securely.  Throbbing pain to an already pain—racked body.  Later He would show those nail—pierced hands as proof of His physical resurrection from the grave.

But the nails have even more significance.  Paul writes, “I have been crucified with Christ…Christ lives in me.”  (Galatians 2:20).  In a sense we have been nailed to that cross of Christ.  Certainly our sins have been nailed to that cross of Christ.  Certainly our sins have been nailed to it.  In Romans, Paul writes:  “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death” (Romans 6:4).  We are in effect crucified, dead, and buried with Christ.  Paul further writes, “Our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with” (Romans 6:6).  Yes, when we became children of God, we were nailed to the cross.

The cross makes a significant difference in our daily lives.  In both Galatians and Romans, Paul tells us that our sins are nailed to the cross, thereby providing power for victorious living.  “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God.”  (Galatians 2:20).  “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.”  (Romans 6:8).

We live in our Baptism, and Christ lives in us.  Nailed to the cross of Christ, we die to sin and live to God.  The hammer blows ring out in the morning air.  The Son of God dies once for all to pay for the world’s sin.  Those hammer blows ring for us as well—dead to sin, alive to God through Christ.

Prayer:  O Lord, nailed to the cross, thank You for Your daily baptismal power in my life.  AMEN.
