MARCH 26, 2009

MATTHEW  27:51—56
Drawn to the Cross

Powerful magnets attract metal, an almost irresistible attraction.  Jesus talks about a drawing power that comes only from the Father, “”No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”  (John 6:44).  He is talking about how the heavenly Father draws us to His cross for salvation.

Unfortunately, we often follow the wrong attractions.  We revere magnetic personalities—professional athletes, entertainers, or political figures.  Many times they draw us astray.  In Jesus’ day many forces drew people’s attention and loyalty—the Maccabeans and zealots promoted political and military victory over the enemy, and the Pharisees and Sadducees convinced Judas to betray Jesus for money.  These powerful forces which draw people to them will ultimately fail.  They lead to slavery and destruction.
The only drawing power that works is the cross of Christ.  We see it in the women who watched near the cross and later visited the tomb.  We see it in John, the beloved disciple, who stood there with Jesus’ mother.  And a Roman centurion was transformed by the drawing power of that cross as he said, “Surely He was the Son of God.”  (Matthew 27:54).
Despairing of the phony magnetic attractions, we are drawn by the Father to the rugged cross where Jesus died to pay in full for the sins of the world.  We are drawn to the cross, where we receive forgiveness and eternal life.  Jesus gives us pardon, purpose, peace, and power—and our witness is used by God to draw others to that same saving cross.

Prayer:  Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed With healing gifts for souls distressed, To find in you my life, my rest, Christ Crucified, I come.

