MARCH 25,2009

READ  LUKE  23:39—43 
Needing the Cross

An assorted crowd stood beneath the cross, many of them hiding their need for Christ.  Picture the arrogant scribes and Pharisees.  Very much under control, they didn’t need Jesus at all, except to get rid of Him as a threat to their religious standing.  Picture the cocksure and hardened Roman soldiers—accustomed to this gruesome sort of routine work.  Picture the cursing, mocking malefactors—guilty of some serious crime, using their dying hours to show their hardness and venom.  All three groups, though externally hardened, were hiding their need for the cross.
What is our attitude when we come to the cross?  Sometimes we might appear arrogant.  We have our life under control and pity all the others who struggle and lack what we have.  Sometimes we come across as hardened.  We are able to act worldly and even find ourselves cursing and mocking in order to hide our own guilt.  Yes, like the Pharisees, Roman soldiers, and malefactors, we often hide our need for the cross.

But one of the malefactors at the cross brings his needs to Jesus.  Observing His innocence, His dignity in death, His power, this man asks Jesus for mercy.  He admits his own guilt, sin, and fears.  Only the cross of Jesus can help him.  Lonely, afraid, guilty, and helpless, we also need the cross of Jesus.

And we hear Jesus’ answer.  To the pleading malefactor He says, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).  All pretense removed, his needs freely confessed, the dying thief receives eternal life, which flows from the cross of Christ.  Jesus speaks the same life—giving words to us:  I am dying for your sins.  You will be with Me in paradise.

Prayer:  Lord, I need You and Your cross.  Amen.

