April 24, 2009
READ  MATTHEW 13:44—46 
Is God’s Kingdom Your Treasure?

Buried treasure sparks intense interest—Spanish gold hidden in the Rockies or pirate loot buried on a deserted island.  People have invested great quantities of time and money and sacrificed their lives in pursuit of such treasure.

Matthew 13 contains a series of parables on the kingdom of heaven.  One brief parable describes a man finding a treasure hidden in a field.  You almost can picture his excitement as he uncovers the treasure.  He reburies the treasure, rushes away to sell everything he owns, and then buys the field.

The parable identifies the treasure as God’s kingdom.  God rules the universe.  He chooses a special people for His own.  He redeems them through His Son’s death.  He calls them to serve in His kingdom.  Belonging to that kingdom of God by grace represents a priceless treasure.

Is God’s kingdom your treasure?  Unfortunately, many glittering treasures beckon that detract from God’s kingdom—success on the job, material wealth, family happiness.  The root problem:  We try to build our own selfish kingdoms.  All kingdoms of this world crumble.  Glittering treasures turn out to be fool’s gold.
But God creates in our heart a burning desire for the treasure of His kingdom.  Jesus ushered in the kingdom with His message, His sinless life, and His sacrificial death on the cross.  The cost of God was tremendous.  God’s Sprit has freely given us the treasure of His Son so we might join Him in joyful kingdom service.  Valuing God’s kingdom, we give our all to the challenge of extending it to the ends of the earth.

Prayer:  Hence, all earthly treasure!  Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice.
