April 23, 2009

READ  MARK 6:1—5 
A Prophet without Honor

People love to honor heroes and celebrities.  Astronauts.  Presidents.  Olympic athletes.  We roll out the red carpet and strike up the brass bands.
Why then did Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world, receive such a cool reception in His hometown of Nazareth?  He came fresh from several triumphs.  He taught powerfully in the synagogue.  But the crowd raised serious questions about His authority.  “Isn’t this the carpenter?  Isn’t this Mary’s son?”  They asked.  No red carpet.  No brass bands.  Despite all He had done, Jesus appeared commonplace to them.

We say:  “How terrible!  We would have given Him a hero’s welcome.”  Would we?  Sometimes Jesus becomes commonplace to us.  We may fail to honor Him as we use the familiar liturgy, practice the traditional customs, and repeat the doctrinal formulations.  We often live our lives as though He didn’t exist.  Sometimes our familiarity breeds skepticism and unbelief.
But God raised up people who honored Jesus.  John the Baptizer honored Him even to the death.   The disciples, after His resurrection, obeyed and proclaimed His salvation.  Paul asserted, “I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  (1 Corinthians 2:2).  Why the difference?  God changed their attitudes from dishonor to honor.  He sent His Son to die and rise, worked faith in their hearts through the Word, and filled their hearts with praise.
In the same way Jesus reveals Himself to us as Savior.  Sins of dishonoring Him forgiven, we honor Jesus with our lives.  Sometimes we will be treated as prophets without honor, but Jesus moves us to keep on honoring Him every day.

Prayer:  Lord, help us to honor You each day.  Amen.
