April 21, 2009
READ  PSALM 47
Unrestrained Joy

Joy is not always associated with Christianity.  In fact, the stereotype of he New England Puritan gives quite the opposite impression.  Cartoonists often picture the Puritan as an austere, gaunt, solemn—faced person dressed in black.  The pleasures of this world are rejected in favor of a disciplined, serious, frugal life with plenty of Bible reading and Sunday meetings for worship.  In reality Puritans don’t deserve the stereotype.  They actually wore colorful clothes on occasion.  But many people identify Christianity with the caricature of the Puritan.

Nevertheless, joy constitutes a basic ingredient of the Christian life.  God created the earth with its fields and streams, crops and animals.  And He placed human beings on earth to enjoy these blessings with praise to Him.  True, we turned against God and brought ugliness, hatred, and sorrow into the world through our sin.  He continues to shower His blessings on us.  He enables us to laugh, sometimes in the face of life’s disappointments.

The Christian rejoices for two reasons.  First, we know that a loving God has reclaimed us by sending Jesus Christ to die on the cross, and He offers us forgiveness of sins for Jesus’ sake.  Second, because of this special relationship with God, we also see God’s loving hand at work in creation.  We rejoice at the goodness of God wherever we see it.  The all—conquering power of God marches on to bring joy.

Prayer:  Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore; Rejoice, give thank and sing, And triumph evermore:  Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; Rejoice; again I say, Rejoice!
