April 1, 2009

READ  JOHN  19:16—18 
Journey’s End

The journey to Calvary started with Jesus’ birth, when He was already “a sign that will be spoken against” (Luke 2:34).  As the spiritual goes, “Jesus our Savior was born for to die.”  He began His public ministry with strong strides as He vigorously taught and healed.  From the Mount of Transfiguration in the north He “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51) on His final journey.

Triumphantly Jesus rode into Jerusalem with shouts of praise.  But now He approaches journey’s end—each small step agonizing, until He falls and receives help.  Yet His greatest hour is at hand.  All depends on these last hours.  All the rest of the journey, magnificently handled, means nothing without a proper ending.  A space shuttle may orbit the earth 36 times, but without a safe landing it will be a disaster.

Jesus no longer has to walk.  They lift Him up on the cross.  Passively obedient, He continues to suffer.  And—even here—He continues to care for others—for the criminal malefactors, for His mother, even for those who have crucified Him.  All alone and rejected, He dies.  But at journey’s end the victory has been won.  “It is finished!”  He proclaims.  Paid in full. COMPLETE.
We kneel with Jesus at journey’s end and leave there our crippling sins and our weary efforts to save ourselves.  Dead to sin in Baptism, we rise with Him to a new life and a continuing journey.  We press on toward journey’s end in heaven with Him.

Prayer:  Jesus, still lead on Till our rest be won; Heav’nly leader, still direct us, Still support, console, protect us, Till we safely stand in our fatherland.
